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Reading
Due to the unexpected 4-month long school suspension, a lot of planned

activities had been put on hold. Since the provision of the Reading Treasure Chest in
every classroom in late October, a wider range of reading materials had been
introduced to students. The quality reading materials had made the teaching and
sharing of books much easier. Teachers had devoted considerable time to nurture
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students’ reading interests. Teachers had made use of the morning reading sessions
and homeroom for shared reading, dialogue reading and newspaper reading. Students’
language skills were further consolidated in English lessons with specific
grammatical points highlighted from the shared stories which would be revisited in
English lessons (See Appendix 4). Miss Silva also had read aloud sessions with P1-3
students during morning reading sessions. Diversified reading content had provided
students with knowledge of the world. A growth mindset understands that our
intelligence, creativity, character, and strengths are developed through effort, hard
work, learning, and persistence. It is hoped that these values can continue be nurtured
in our students’ minds through reading in the next year. With a structured and regular

e-learning policy in P3-6 next year, reading activities can be more diversified.

Writing

We’ve continued to empower our students to be confident and to trust
themselves that they could write and write better, livelier and more colourful.
Generally speaking, students have been more willing to write and make an effort to
be more creative. However, some high ability students are still contented with
relatively
dull writing with very simple plot for which teachers are aware that they are able to
stretch their imagination further. We will work on the structure of the writing tasks so
that the more able students will be challenged enough to write better and not to be
complacent with mediocrity. For the low ability students, more scaffolding is needed
so that they can get enough help to write more and write better. If they are willing to
put an effort in challenging themselves and set a higher target for themselves, they
will be able to feel accomplished. Also, teachers need to continue to stretch beyond
the constraints imposed on them in the form of sample writing, believe that students’
writing ability can be taught and continue to “grow” and improve. The concept of a
growth mindset will further deepen in both students and teachers.

The changed policy of exercise book inspection through peer sharing had also

19-20 5 s 15



encouraged teachers to appreciate and learn from their colleagues. At the same time,

we learnt how to critique our own and others’ work in order to strive for excellence.

Building Up Confidence in Speaking

With the employment of Miss Harina as full-time NET, P2 and P3 students were
able to have three NET lessons every cycle instead of only two lessons. Building on
the foundation the school had laid down since 2014 through the adoption of Get
Reading Right synthetic phonics, students have been proven to be more confident in
decoding and working out the sounds for unfamiliar words. NET’s lessons and recess
activities have continued attract more students to participate with wider variety of
games were introduced such as different kind of board games.

However, due the unexpected school suspension, students’ speaking skills had not
been developed as structured as the previous years. For the high ability students, the
two Focused Learning Weeks’ extra lessons with NETs have helped preparing them to
be ambassadors to lead guided school tours for guests in the future. It is hoped that
their skills will be further developed next year.

The Singapore English Study Tour had been postponed to next year due to the

Covid-19 pandemic. They will join next year’s P5 for the tour.

Promoting Self-directed Learning

E-learning tools have continued to enliven the classrooms and engage students
to take part in the learning activities. With the unexpected school suspension, students
have been more familiar with online learning. With more structured e-learning
activities and regular e-homework assign to students, they will be more at ease with
using e-learning tools for self-directed learning. Flipped Classroom will continue to
be adopted at every level, thus, teachers will be able to make better use of the actual
lesson time as students are able to maximize self-directed learning at their own pace

and time.

19-20 S35 s 16



P2-3’s Reading Workshop
Miss Silva levelled all P2-3’s students’ reading levels at the beginning of the

academic year. Books which corresponded to their reading levels were chosen to be
used in guided reading sessions. With the appropriate levels of books matching
students’ reading ability, the engagement as well as satisfaction levels were enhanced
when they were reading to learn. However, due to unexpected school suspension, not
much guided reading sessions were done in the first term. It is hoped that students
will be able to fully experience engagement and satisfaction when the reading

programme is not interrupted.

Participating in Inter-class / Inter-school / District-wide Competition

16 students participated in the HKSMSA’s speech festival and achieved
satisfactorily. Our choral speaking also attained merit. Due to the social unrest, some
of the competitions were cancelled. The Covid-19 pandemic had also put some
competitions

on hold, such as the Scrabble competition and a Speech contest organized by
LO Kong Ting Memorial College. It is expected more teachers will be involved and

dedicated in training students for different competitions next year.

Developing the English Student Ambassador Team (ESAT) in Speech-related Areas

The 15-strong team of English Student Ambassadors continued to work
speech-related area this year. In the first half of the term, they devoted to training for
the mixed voice choral speaking class of the 71st Hong Kong Schools Speech
Festival. They were a core part of the team. Attaining merit at 84 marks, they were
one-mark behind the team who was awarded the third prize. Their effort was much
appreciated by the training teachers and all the students had a wonderful time training
and competing in the festival. They were able to experience engagement and
satisfaction in the training sessions and also when they braved themselves to present

the poem on stage. It was a rewarding learning experience. Some of the ESAT

19-20 5 s 17



members also participated in the solo verse speaking class and they all attained
merits.

In January this year, 5 ESAT members had an invaluable learning experience
interviewing volunteers from Youth With A Mission (YWAM). They had a chance to
learn about God and the work that the volunteers had been doing. As the volunteers
came from different parts of the world, our ESAT members needed to ask and answer
questions in English. The meeting had further strengthened their confidence in
speaking English as well as listening and responding in an authentic setting.

In October 2019, six members of the ESAT team had signed up for the Scrabble
Championship organized by The HKMA KS LO College. They attended a training
session in late September and had a great time learning the skills. However, the
second training and ultimateln the championship were cancelled due to school
suspension. Luckily, the skills learnt will not be wasted and the joy of the

mind-boggling game has been instilled in their minds.
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School-based English Language Curriculum

1. Reading :

Phonetic Teaching

Let’s meet Yao Dao’s 7-strong NET team! See how Primary One students
learn phonics in a fun and stimulating way every day with their NETs. Miss
Silva and Mr Greenwood’s engaging lessons help strengthen Primary 2-6
students’ listening and speaking skills. There are also a lot of fun-packed
recess activities where all students can participate.

P1 NET Programme

All P1 students has an English lesson every day where they can learn
English in a fun way. Phonics games, a wide-range of reading materials and
theme-based learning help P1 students adapt to their primary school life
from kindergarten smoothly.

P2-3's NET Programme

Building on the solid foundation students have established in P1, Miss Silva

continues to enrich students' phonological knowledge in P2. Before students
are promoted to P2, students' reading levels are measured and they read
books with Miss Silva and their English teacher in small groups where
students have more chances to read aloud and explore the joy of reading by
using level-appropriate books.
Reading

Apart from learning different text types using a set of school-based reading
exercise books, reading activities are encouraged throughout different levels.
Students enjoy reading authentic storybooks and engage in various
reading-related activities in the morning reading sessions. They are also
encouraged to bring their own storybooks to read and share with their

teachers and classmates
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2. Writing :

Students are introduced to different text types in class, but their learning are not
limited within the classroom. They are taken “outside” the classroom in the garden,
the pond and other areas in school. Also, through effective use of VR technology,
students are able to travel to places such as the Great Wall of China and San Diego
Zoo for “field trips”. Students are then apply what they have learnt and make
authentic use of the knowledge in real life situations such as post card writing and

recount.

3. Listening & Speaking :

® P4-6's NET Programme
The P4-6 NET Programme focuses on enhancing students' speaking skill.
Students are encouraged to be creative as well as elaborative in presentation.
Phonological knowledge and read aloud skills are also enriched in Mr
Greenwood's lesson.

® Recess Activities with NETs
All students are encouraged to play games with the NETs at recesses. They can
participate in QB King - an exciting interactive floor game where students can
practise their English in an interesting way. Students can also choose to play
board games and card games with NET where they can sue English in an

authentic way.

4. Others :
® P1’s Adaptation Course enables a smooth transition for kindergarten students
to adapt to their new English learning environment in Yao Dao. Students
revisit their learning from the basics — how to write the upper case and lower
case letters correctly, to simple greetings as well as basic classroom

instructions.
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® English Ambassadors
Yao Dao’s English Ambassadors shoulder the important responsibility of
promoting our school to guests ranging from principals and teachers from
other schools and parents of prospective students. They are all all-rounders
who are proficient in English, Cantonese and Putonghua. They also have
various opportunities to learn and take part in competitions and activities
outside school. In their regular training, students are introduced to different
genres such as English drama, English debate and poetry.

® 3-day Immersion Programme
The 3-day Immersion Programme is part of an annual exchange programme
for students from Singapore’s Admiralty Primary School and Yao Dao’s
students. Every year, our Singaporean buddies come and have lessons with
their buddies. They experience what it’s like to be Yao Dao students in lesson
time and also in recess time. Most importantly, students from both schools
are able to have vibrant exchanges about the way they learn and their
cultures.

® Singapore English Study Tour
Another integral part of the Exchange Programme is the Singapore English
Study Tour. After hosting the Immersion Programme for their buddies, some
of our P5 students are able to experience the Singaporean way of learning in
Admiralty Primary School with their buddies. They also learn English
through interacting with the friendly and helpful Singaporean when they go

sightseeing in various tourists’ attractions.
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