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Cumberland Presbyterian Church Yao Dao Primary School
Aim and emphases  2005-2006

To develop learners an ever-improving capability to use English.
In our school-based English Language curriculum framework, which is in line with the
central English Language curriculum, we have three key emphases:

|. General English Programme -Task-based Approach

<~ Tasks are purposeful and contextualized activities in which learners draw
together a range of elements in their framework of knowledge and skills to fulfil
the task set (CDC, 2004).

< We have invited an external consultant from the Education and Manpower
Bureau to assist in the implementation of the programme.

<~ A group of teachers will be invited to be the pilot teachers for the programme.
They will be the leaders for future practice of task-based approach at other
levels.

< There will be workshop(s) for teachers to introduce and share the ideas and
experiences of the implementation of the task-based approach. Regular
co-planning sessions for planning and evaluation will be allocated in teachers’
timetables.

< We have chosen P3 to be the pilot level to try out the programme as the
students are more mature in terms of the language learning and they were the
level that we carried out Seed Project last year. Therefore, the students are
more ready for change. However, we will try out small-scale task-based
learning in other year levels for evaluation use.

< We plan to extend task-based approach to all year levels in three years time:
05-06: P3; 06-07: P1-P4, 07-08: P1-P6.

. Reading Workshop — Strategic Plan
As suggested by English Language Curriculum Guide (CDC, 2004), Reading
Workshops should be conducted on a regular basis and take up less than half of
the English lessons, i.e. about 40% of the lesson time can be allocated to the
Reading Workshops. Therefore, we have the following arrangements:

< Implement Guided Reading at P1 and P2 levels:
The NET and the local teachers will be teaching students reading
collaboratively in the classroom. Each class will be divided into six groups.
Different groups of students will read different readers. However, the
individuals in the same group will study a common text together and have
post-reading activities. Different groups of students can exchange their readers
with other groups so the students are encouraged to read as many readers as

1



possible.

Implement Shared Reading and Supported Reading in P3 to P6 levels:
Each class is buying the same reader. The teachers will conduct pre-reading,
while-reading and post reading activities during Reading Workshop lessons.
Each class has to exchange their readers with other classes at the same level.
Therefore, each student can study ten to twelve readers throughout the year.

The readers for all six levels have been chosen and purchased by the English
Panel for long-term use.

We will continue to implement Extensive Reading Scheme (ERS) for
Independent Reading. There will be an increase in the stock of the readers in
early October, 2005.

We have run Buddy programme since September, 2004. The programme
aims at training some upper primary students to become eligible and confident
English storytellers to tell English stories to their younger fellow schoolmates
during recesses every day. Both the upper primary and lower primary
students can be benefited from the programme.

This year the storytellers are mainly from P6 classes. We plan to train P5
students during late June and early July to become next year’s storytellers in
order to carry on implementing the programme.

We expect that after six years’ learning of reading strategies, namely,
Storytelling, Shared Reading, Reading Aloud, Supported Reading and
Independent Reading at our school, each student can become an
independent reader.

Enhance Phonics teaching

Design Phonics plan for all levels:

We intend to introduce to the young learners a comprehensive understanding of
the phonics so that a sound foundation can be formed which will benefit the
learners’ future studies, therefore, we have put emphasis on the design of the
phonics plan for P1 and P2 levels and the plan will be extended to P6 level.

By doing this, we hope to build up students’ confidence in speaking whenever
they encounter a new text.



Suggested Phonics plan 2005

Phonics is one aspect of English spelling.

Beginner spellers tend to rely more on the phonetic strategy e.g.

® List words with a particular sound in common, eg. /sh/:ocean, machine, fish, nation,
mission, sugatr.

® Provide children with a word from a story and ask them to find another word that
rhymes with it, e.g. day — they

® Note the meaning of each homophone in a set, e.g. there and their.

® Give crossword clues that relate to phonetic aspects of the word, e.g. ‘used for
opening doors; rhymes with knees’ than do advanced spellers. Therefore if may be
more useful to focus on activities relating to this strategy with beginning spellers,
and on activities relating to the morphemic (meaning) strategies and visual

strategies as children’s competencies increase.

Any or all of these sounds can be taught at the point if need if using children’s own
writing. It is strongly recommended that phonics not be taught in isolation and that by
developing a strong writing and reading program you are providing a purpose for

phonics/spelling and word attack strategies.

“Overall, the teacher’s role should be one of leading children to form generalizations
about how English works rather than of providing children with a set of rules. These
generalizations should be constantly reviewed and refined in the light of new

experiences with the written language.”



Suggested teaching sequence:

Level

Content

One
(P1)

Initial sounds of the alphabet.

. Medial sounds (short vowels) — focusing on listening and

identifying.

Final sounds (listening for number of sounds and and
identifying them.) This is a skill that develops over time
according to child’s ability and maturation.*

Constantly revise and assess students’ ability to match letters
to sounds and sounds to letters.

Suggested sequence: b, m, h, c, t,a,f,d, n, g, 1,5, Kk, p,v,0,1,],V,

l,e, z,qu, X,u, w.

NB. Teach the sound/letter knowledge at the point of need and

relevance to the child. The children need to discover these

relationships in written, purposeful language. #E.qg. use their

names and their own language initially. The words must be

Important to students and encountered in daily conversation,

reading, textbook discussion and class discussion.

Two

(P2)

1.
2.

Keep revising above.
Differentiate between the sounds: b/p, d/t, a/e, r/l, ph/f/v using
phonetic strategies. See examples above.

. Word families of short vowel sounds.

® -at, -am, -an, -ap, -ag, -ad.
® -et, -en, -eg, -ell, -est, -ed
® -in, -it, -ill, -id, -ig

® -ot, -op, -0g,

® -ut, -un, -ug
Blending of 3-letter and 4-letter words.

5. Digraphs ch, th, wh, sh, ck and ing.

. Blends (initial consonant clusters): bl/br, cl/cr, fl/fr, gl/gr,

pl/pr, dr, sl

. Plural forms: e.g bus/buses, fox/foxes




Three
(P3)

e © o o U o ~ o w

. Keep revising above

2 Blends, initial consonant clusters:
® sm, sn, sp, st, sw, sk, sc, spl, tw, scr, str, tr, shr.
Blends, ending consonant clusters:
—If, It, -nt, -mp, -nd, -ing, -1b, -1k, -mb, -ng, -x.
Long vowel sounds made by adding /e/:
a-e, e-e, i-e, 0-e, U-e
Long vowel sounds made by two vowels together:
ee, ea, 00, 0i, Ue, au, ou, ie, oa
(00 — sometimes long as in moon and short as in look)
Long vowels spelt several ways:
ai,ay,a-e ew,ue,u-e  0i,0y eeeae-e, ey, i-€e0q,
0e, 0w, 0-€

Four

(P4)

e Y e N F

e ©° o N e o e Y e B

Keep revising and revisiting above.
Long vowel combinations plus r, w, |, y:
aw,al,or, ar,er, ow, o0y o0i, ay, ir, ur
Soft ¢ and soft g.
The letters c and g are “‘softened’ if followed by an e, i ory.
e.g. ice, face, age etc.
Silent letters beginning:
k — knife, g-gnome, w- write, h- hour.
Silent letters:
b- debt, t- whistle, I- half, gh — night
Silent letter ending:
B- lamb, gh- though
Special sound effects:
shon — station, vision; shus — precious; sher- treasure.
Past tense endings:
/t/ touched /d/ played /id/ wanted




Five |1.Spelling rules.

(P5) |2. Prefixes: un, dis

3. Suffixes: -ed, -tion

4. Contractions

5. Plurals, words ending with y, f, 0
6. Compound words

Six |Grade six children will be revisiting all the above from time to
(P6) |time but should now be working on other spelling and reading
strategies such as morphemic and visual clues. The following
would be added to and refined.

1.Spelling rules.

2. Dictionary and Thesaurus skills. This should be introduced in
P1 and P2 (simple alphabetical order) and be revisited every year
with the students during their reading and writing time.

3. Word -building

4. Opposites

Children will have met examples of many or all of these things
through their exposure to good modeled and individual reading
and writing. This list is just a guide only and should ensure that
phonic spelling and word attack strategies are addressed. BUT
this still must take place in PURPOSEFUL language — written

spoken and read.

*Children’s organization of English sound system continues to develop and deepen as
his vocabulary is enriched and his use of language extends. Therefore the sound system
that corresponds to the system of spelling may be a late development.

# The overemphasis of the isolated one sound /one symbol method is an
oversimplification about the English language that can lead to frustration and failure.



lll. Building an English environment
Our aim is to promote in our school an environment where English is being
spoken, heard, and used in communication and entertainment by all staff and
students in a natural, spontaneous manner.

< English Speaking Day is scheduled on Tuesday throughout the year:
In order to foster students the skills of speaking, we have tried out Saying
English rhymes and Singing English songs at Morning Assembly since
February, 2005. The programme was run on a monthly basis, involving P1 to
P6 students. All the students were given a rhyme book called English Rhymes.
Besides, we have uploaded the sound files and PowerPoint slides of most of
the rhymes on the school computer system for teachers’ use during lessons.
Both the teachers and the students found the programme meaningful and
worthwhile.

In the coming year, more poems, rhymes and chants will be introduced to
students. They have to keep on reading aloud English poems, saying rhymes
and or singing English songs during the morning assembly every Tuesday.
Besides, the English teachers and the NET can demonstrate reading aloud
poems, saying rhymes or singing English songs during that session, for
students can learn better from teachers’ models.

We expect that each child can enjoy learning and saying all the rhymes listed in
the rhyme book in three years’ time.

The English teachers will be on duty the whole day in the playgrounds and at
the fish pond in order to provide children with the opportunities to communicate
in English. Students will be welcomed to sing karaoke, say rhymes or play
song games in the playgrounds. Students will be encouraged to read English
readers in Room GO02 during recesses.

We will broadcast English songs, for example, children’s songs, folk songs or
pop songs at lunch time after the weather report. We intend to motivate the
upper primary students to become interested in and feel relaxed when learning
the English language.

We plan to organise cross-curricular learning activities in the future, for example,
English Songs Singing Competition (English + Music), Singing and Dancing
Competition (English + PE), etc.



< Arrange sessions for students to perform Readers Theatre, Drama in
public:
Readers Theatre is a powerful way to enhance students learning of a language.
It helps children understand and appreciate the beauty and value of language.
On the one hand it dramatizes a written text, which makes readers think they
become the characters of a story. Students make use of their voices to
interpret the feeling, attitudes and beliefs of the characters. Students who play
the roles of audience are given the opportunities to appreciate and evaluate
others’ performance and after that improve their own performance upon others’
experience; on the other hand, Readers Theatre is informal and relaxed as it is
much easier than presenting a drama since Readers Theatre does not require
memorization, make-up, costumes, props, or stage sets. Itis a kind of
learning strategy that enables learners of different diversity to get involved as
team members in cooperative work.
Dramas provide opportunities for students to take on roles and use
make-believe to act out situations and play episodes (CDC, 2004). By using
dramas, students can deepen their knowledge and understanding of an idea or
issue and to communicate this understanding through the medium of drama.
In drama activities, students use the language that is appropriate to their roles.
These experiences help students develop empathy, critical thinking,
collaboration skills, creativity and positive attitude in the use of English for
purposeful communication (CDC, 2004).

We plan to make use of the Weekly Assembly sessions to perform readers
theatre and dramas in the school year 2005-2006. We will implement the
programme at P4 and P5 classes once every two months. For brighter
classes, the students will be invited to perform both readers theatre and dramas,
while the lower achievers will be invited to perform readers theatre only. The
students will learn the concepts of a script, for example, the layout of a script,
different scenes, different characters, and pros, etc. The English teachers will
make good use of the readers assigned for the related year levels; therefore,
readers theatre and dramas can be one of the consequent post-reading
activities of the Reading Workshop.

We will evaluate this programme in level meetings and the English Panel
Evaluation meetings. We expect that in the year of 2006-2007, this
programme can be extended at P3 to P6 levels; by 2007-2008, to all year
levels.



For further development upon readers theatre and dramas, we expect that
students can write and perform their own scripts after years of training. They
can incorporate music and art elements into the writing and performance of
their scripts. We can provide students with the opportunities to perform in
public- either by joining inter-school drama competitions or performing at our
school Graduation Ceremony every year.

Organize English Activity Day after Term 1 examination:

The English Panel organized English Day on 4" January 2005. The theme
was Festivals. There were three sessions on that day. In one session,
students played the games at different stalls about different festivals in the
playgrounds. In another session, students stayed in the classrooms and
watch the electronic book prepared by the NET and followed her instructions to
make their own Chinese red envelopes. In the third session, students sang
and danced with the NET in the hall. In addition, all teacher staff and students
had to communicate in English.

All the English teachers and most of the students found the activities interesting,
meaningful and worthwhile. Therefore, we plan to keep on organizing English
Day for the future years.

In the year of 2005-2006, we may invite the publisher (Educational Publisher
House Ltd), CPC Yao Dao Secondary School or an international school to
jointly organize the activity.

The Buddy programme can be extended from storytelling to other English
curriculum activities, for example, in one of the activities of our English Day

(4" January, 2005), Singing and Dancing with Ms Adams, P2s had to cooperate
with P5s during one session, and P1s had to cooperate with P6s in another
session. As the P5s and P6s tended to be shy, while the P1s and P2s were
extremely active, by that combination, the junior learners infected the senior
learners with their enthusiasm. The combinations were perfect and the effect
was significant.

Broadcast Lunch Weather Report by students every day:

In order to create an English environment, we decide to broadcast weather
report at lunch time every day. According to the English curriculum, students
start learning weather at P2 levels, therefore, most of the students are familiar
with the topic. We should make good use of the opportunities to build up
students’ confidence to speak in public.



We will invite P3 and P6 students to take turns to broadcast the weather report.

Each group will be broadcasting for two months and then swap. These two
groups of students will take the Basic Competency Assessment during the

second term; therefore, their needs for practice should be catered for the most.

< Invite pupils to join the English Discoveries Online (EDO) programme to help

develop their Speaking, Reading, Listening and Writing skills and teachers can

make use of the Multimedia Learning Centre (MMLC) to carry out online

assessment.

< Set up English Resources Centre to systematically place the English
materials, display students’ work and carry out reading activities during

recesses and after school.

V. Strategic plan for teachers’ professional development

VI.

a. The English teachers will jointly write the strategic plan for the curriculum of the

year 2005-2006. A meeting for the planning is scheduled on 20" June 2005 at

3:50 p.m.

b. Level coordinators will have regular meetings to discuss and evaluate the
learning and teaching of the English language.

c. Co-planning sessions of the same levels will be allocated in teachers’ timetables.

Budget
Contents Amount
1. Purchase of the readers $49,340.8
2. Set up of the English Resources Centre $40,000
3. Promotion for English Speaking Day (banner) | $200
4. Gifts $2000
Total | $91,540.8
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VII.  2005-2006 Schedule of Curriculum Activities
Activities 2005 2006
9 |10 |11 |12 |1|2|3(4|5|6|7
1 |Verse speaking training and * * * *
contest
2 |Reading Workshop at all levels * * Fo T R N N B Bl
3 |Extensive Reading Scheme * * Fo T R R N B Bl
4  |English Speaking Day * * * F T R N o B Bl
5 |Buddy Reading Programme * Fo T R R o B Bl
6 |Broadcast the weather reportand | * * * R T N o B Bl
English songs
7 |Calligraphy Contest *
8 English Activity Day *
9 |Readers theatre / drama show * * *
(P5)
10 |English songs singing contest *
VIIl. Assessment methods
Activities Assessment methods
1 |Verse speaking training and Teachers’ opinions and results of competitions
contest
2 |Reading Workshop at all levels [Through lesson observation
Through evaluation of post reading activities
3 |Extensive Reading Scheme Book reports and students’ performance in class
4  |English Speaking Day Through observation of students’ performance
and audience’s responses and evaluation of
feedbacks from both students and teachers
5 |Buddy Reading Programme Through students’ self-evaluation and teachers’
evaluation
6 |Broadcast the weather report and|Through observation of students’ performance
English songs and audience’s responses and evaluation of
feedbacks from both students and teachers
7  |Calligraphy Contest Through students’ work and teachers’ feedback
8 |English Activity Day Through observation of students’ involvement in
the games
Through evaluation of students’ work
9 |Readers theatre / drama show |Through observation of students’ performance

(PS)

and audience’s responses and evaluation of
feedbacks from both students and teachers

11




10 |English songs singing contest  |Through students’ responses and teachers’
feedback

IX. Members
Team leaders: Yam, Tan Gill
Leung, Woon Yi Candace

Team Members:

Adams, Penny Tang, Fung Chu Loria
Kwong, Hoi Shan Liza Tang, Lai Ming

Kwong, Yuk King Jennifer Tsoi, Lai Ling Cindy
Lee, Ching Yee Esther Wan, Chi Mei Katty
Leung, Moon Ying Moon Wong, Siu Chu

Ng, Chit Ying Erica Yan, Shuk Ching Connie
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