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SGE
Reading

Continuing from last academic year, the on and off school suspension had

been having a huge impact of students’ learning. This year, morning reading
sessions were cancelled and students were not being able to swap the books from
classrooms’ Reading Treasure Chest as often as last year. The cross-border students
were not able to get their books even until now. Luckily, all students were able to
continue to read using the Fun and Friends Book Club e-reading platform. Students
could choose different modes of reading — being read to and read by themselves.
The audio storybooks provided extra listening training outside the classroom.
Students could also practise their reading comprehension skills by completing the
post-reading quizzes accompanied by every book. Teachers also made use of other
e-reading applications and websites to encourage students to continue reading.

Reading Wonderland, a new reading comprehension exercise book the school
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adopted this year, had helped students to develop their understanding of text types
and reading skills more systematically.

Added to that, this year was a trial period for incorporating language arts elements
into the curriculum. Storybooks were chosen to help deepen the learning of
grammatical items at every level in both terms. Students responded favourably to
the stories as the stories had provided meaningful contexts for the students to learn
the target grammatical items. The meaningful morals conveyed through the stories

also helped nurturing positive values among students.

Writing

Under the new normal, the teaching of writing was proven to be the most
challenging task. Teachers explored new ways to enable interactions in the process
of teaching writing. Some teachers tried using Padlet. It enabled teachers and
students to share and collaborate on. Students were able to share their ideas in the
form of words, photos and even videos on writing topics. They were also
encouraged to give “likes”, rate or comment on their classmates’ posts. They could
also learn from their classmates’ input and be inspired. There were also teachers
who made use of Seesaw to share students’ good work within the class. Their hard

work were acknowledged and recognized. The culture of peer learning was also

established.

Participating in Inter-class / Inter-school / District-wide Competitions

Sixteen students participated in the HKSMSA’s speech festival and all of them
were awarded the certificate of merit. Under the new normal where regular
face-to-face training was very difficult to arrange, we relied on zoom sessions,
video exchange through Seesaw and WeChat messaging application for training.
Our students persevered and they were committed to the unprecedented way of

training.
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Building Up Confidence in Speaking

With the constraints of zoom lessons and limited on and off in-person classes,
the training of students’ speaking skills relied heavily on modeling. With the
provision of the learning management system Seesaw, teachers were able to assign
speaking assignments to students such as read aloud short texts and parts from the
revision focus. Students were able to watch videos which teachers had attached to
them with the assigned activity. They could re-watch and practise at their own pace.
After submitted the videos, teachers could give feedback to them in the form of
written comments or recorded messages. These exchanges were personalized and

were able to cater for learner diversity.

Promoting E-learning and Self-regulated Learning (SRL)

E-learning tools have continued to enliven the classrooms and engage students
to take part in the learning activities both in online and in-person classes. In the
findings of the year-end student questionnaire conducted in late May, it is reflected
that 81 percent of students agreed that e-learning activities had helped them learn
English effectively, whereas 87 percent of students said the structured in-class
e-learning activities and regular e-homework also helped them learn the language
effectively. Students were able to learn at their own pace and challenge themselves
to achieve better scores.

Teachers and students were able to benefit from Flipped Classroom’s blended
learning approach. Links of videos were sent to students before the lessons where
students watched and interacted with at home. They applied what they learned in
class the next day through a variety of activities or assignments. Teachers found
new teaching resources and also made use of the teaching videos they had made
during last year’s school suspension period as flipped lesson materials. Video were

also shared to students using Seesaw for extended learning.
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Conclusion

Teaching and learning had become the most challenging in the past eighteen
months. Having said that, our team of English teachers had explored ways to
motivate students to learn under the new normal. We explored e-learning
applications to engage students both in online lessons and in-person classes. Most
importantly, we worked hard to cultivate students’ willingness to learn at their own
pace. E-learning and e-reading applications were introduced to students for
self-regulated learning. We hope that students will continue to be in control of their
own learning, regardless of the presence of a real classroom or a virtual one.
The infusion of language arts into the English curriculum had brought fun and
colourful elements to compliment the relatively mundane textbook contents. The
chosen storybooks had provided contexts so that students could learn the target
vocabulary or grammatical items more effectively. Ideas of positivity thinking and
growth mindset were brought about by the stories’ morals. After a year of trial, the
language arts curriculum will be formally incorporated into P1 and 2 next year in
the new 3-year school development plan. We hope students are able to learn
purposefully and meaningfully.
Under the new normal, students were not being able to practise speaking as
frequently as before. Even after in-person classes resumed, P1 to 3 students were
not able to sit in the base and have phonics games and story times because of social
distancing. For P4 to 6 students, some lessons of presentation skills’ practice were
switched to story-sharing due to students’ low participation. To remedy the situation,
we began to provide students with lots of audio and visual input to let them learn at
their own pace. NETs recorded interesting stories and English teachers turned MI
lessons into video programmes such as “Fun with Cooking” and “Everyday
English”. Students could watch the programmes by logging in to the school channel.
Students could also listen to and/or watch stories using various online reading
platforms and applications. Through the learning management system Seesaw,

students could submit audio and/or video recordings of their work such as story
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sharing and read aloud exercises assigned by teachers, and continue to work to
improve base on teachers’ quality feedbacks. We hope students can continue to be

master of their own learning.
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School-based English Language Curriculum
1.P1-P6 NET Programme :

Let’s meet Yao Dao’s 7-strong NET team! See how Primary One students
learn phonics in a fun and stimulating way every day with their NETs. Miss
Silva and Mr Greenwood’s engaging lessons help strengthen Primary 2-6
students’ listening and speaking skills. There are also a lot of fun-packed
recess activities where all students can participate.

P1 NET Programme

All P1 students has an English lesson every day where they can learn
English in a fun way. Phonics games, a wide-range of reading materials
and theme-based learning help P1 students adapt to their primary school
life from kindergarten smoothly.

P2-3's NET Programme

Building on the solid foundation students have established in P1, Miss
Silva continues to enrich students' phonological knowledge in P2. Before
students are promoted to P2, students' reading levels are measured and they
read books with Miss Silva and their English teacher in small groups where
students have more chances to read aloud and explore the joy of reading by
using level-appropriate books.

P4-6's NET Programme

The P4-6 NET Programme focuses on enhancing students' speaking skill.
Students are encouraged to be creative as well as elaborative in
presentation. Phonological knowledge and read aloud skills are also
enriched in Mr Greenwood's lesson.

Recess Activities with NETs

All students are encouraged to play games with the NETs at recesses. They
can participate in QB King - an exciting interactive floor game where
students can practise their English in an interesting way. Students can also

choose to play board games and card games with NET where they can sue
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English in an authentic way.

2.Reading
Apart from learning different text types using a set of school-based reading
exercise books, reading activities are encouraged throughout different
levels. Students enjoy reading authentic storybooks and engage in various
reading-related activities in the morning reading sessions. They are also
encouraged to bring their own storybooks to read and share with their

teachers and classmates

3.Writing :
Students are introduced to different text types in class, but their learning
are not limited within the classroom. They are taken “outside” the
classroom in the garden, the pond and other areas in school. Also, through
effective use of VR technology, students are able to travel to places such as
the Great Wall of China and San Diego Zoo for “field trips”. Students are
then apply what they have learnt and make authentic use of the knowledge

in real life situations such as post card writing and recount.

4.0Others -

® P1’s Adaptation Course enables a smooth transition for kindergarten
students to adapt to their new English learning environment in Yao
Dao. Students revisit their learning from the basics — how to write the
upper case and lower case letters correctly, to simple greetings as
well as basic classroom instructions.

® English Ambassadors
Yao Dao’s English Ambassadors shoulder the important
responsibility of promoting our school to guests ranging from
principals and teachers from other schools and parents of prospective

students. They are all all-rounders who are proficient in English,
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Cantonese and Putonghua. They also have various opportunities to
learn and take part in competitions and activities outside school. In
their regular training, students are introduced to different genres such
as English drama, English debate and poetry.

3-day Immersion Programme

The 3-day Immersion Programme is part of an annual exchange
programme for students from Singapore’s Admiralty Primary School
and Yao Dao’s students. Every year, our Singaporean buddies come
and have lessons with their buddies. They experience what it’s like to
be Yao Dao students in lesson time and also in recess time. Most
importantly, students from both schools are able to have vibrant
exchanges about the way they learn and their cultures.

Singapore English Study Tour

Another integral part of the Exchange Programme is the Singapore
English Study Tour. After hosting the Immersion Programme for their
buddies, some of our P5 students are able to experience the
Singaporean way of learning in Admiralty Primary School with their
buddies. They also learn English through interacting with the friendly
and helpful Singaporean when they go sightseeing in various tourists’

attractions.
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